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IRTS IN SOBDAN

Political developments in Jordan contimue to drift unfavorably,

The leftist Prime Minister has thusfar succeeded in stalling

King Hussain's efforts both to oust him and to remove the extreme

leftist ministers from his cabinet,
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The Prime Minister and his supporiers appear willing to risk
open defiance of the throne, since they believe formation of a
rew cabinet would be nearly impossible at present,

The three-day demenstration by armed mobs following the 13 Mar
teraination of the UK treaty is graphic illustration of the
ferces which Jordan's leftists could direct agaiast the throne,
Jordanian nationmlists are now promoting a "federal union™ of
Jordan with Egypt and Syria,

The Gov't has slresdy joined with Egypt and Syris in a “student
military training program™ g&ich could develop leftiet
paranilitary action groups,

Ia an attempt to sirengthen his position, King Hussain is now

cultivating right-wing nationalist groups 2= allies in the "street”,

increasing the police force, and arming the Bedouin tribes which
dominate Bast Jordan.
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Prastic meagures to counter leftist gains are now being
considerad by Jordasn's comservatives. These include plans to
ban political parties, suspend the constitution, dismiss the
cabinet and legislature, and install direct rule by the
throne with army sapport, DOCUMENT NO. 4 ﬁ SR
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B, Jordan's opportunistic chief of gtaff, General Nawar--who
has & record of intrigue with Lhoth leftist and rightist
groups~~is known to favor establishment of such a regime,
which would place the aramy iz wvirtual control.

€. Heowever, the Palestinian Arab majority in Jordaa's population
could be expected to offer strcﬁg opposition to such » move,
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iy thusfar successful in staliing
Buseain's offorts to ke ohange in Gov't.

1. 1Im sttewpt to stremgthen his position, the king is cunltivatisg
right-ving naticuslist groups, isncreasing the police, sruing

n's Sedouln tribes.

- 1¥1. Pramtic measures to sonnter loftists aow belog considered by

Jordsn's comservatives: plas includes baa on peliticel parties,

suspenaion of constitation, dismimasl of cabiset and legislsture,
aud direst ruls by throne with army suport.
A. Chief of staif {(Geporal Munwar)--an iatri

leftist and ightist groups-favors the plan, which would
place srmy in control.

B. Howevay, Pmlestinisn Arsb majowity is Jordan’s populat
vould strongly eppose such moves.
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